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PEACE MOVEMENTS IN VERMONT. 

Peace Petitions. — Our friend and co-worker, Thomas H. Palmer, 
Esq., of Pittsford, Vt., who has undertaken with such praiseworthy zeal to 
secure from that State a "Mammoth Memorial" in favor of Stipulated 
Arbitration, gives notice in the papers that, " agreeably to the instructions 
of the State Convention of the Friends of Peace, Memorials have been 
placed in the hands of nearly every minister of the Gospel in Vermont, for 
distribution in their respective towns ; and a large number of these gen- 
tlemen have pledged themselves to use all reasonable efforts for the promo- 
tion of the great Cause. It cannot be doubled, therefore, that these memo- 
rials have had a very extensive circulation through the State, and, when 
collected and united, will form quite an imposing expression of the wishes 
of the Freemen of Vermont, ; that the barbarous custom of war shall hence- 
forth cease.'" He requests their return to hira as soon as practicable, for 
the purpose of being embodied in a State Memorial. We commend this 
example as worthy of all imitation. Such coadjutors in every State would 
ere long secure such an expression of the people's wishes as could hardly 
fail of being successful with our rulers. 

Addison Consociation on Peace. — This Consociation, at its annual meet- 
ing in Bradford, Vt., Sept. 21 and 22, adopted the following minute:— 

Whereas, war is one of the greatest calamities with which God suffers 
a nation to be scourged ; whereas, it cannot be expected that great national 
evils, which have been sanctioned by the usages of centuries, will be re- 
moved without vigorous effort; whereas, national reforms emanate from 
the people, and no government can with more propriety be approached by 
the people than our own, and none is in so favorable circumstances to ac- 
cede to a remedy for war; and whereas, more vigorous and hopeful efforts 
than ever before, are now being made to petition'the President of the United 
States to introduce, wherever practicable, into all treaties an article, by 
which it shall be stipulated, that all national difficulties, which cannot be 
adjusted by negotiation, shall be settled by arbitration, or reference to an 
umpire : Therefore, 

Resolved, That we joyfully hail the tide of public sentiment which is set- 
ting so strongly in this and some other nations against attempting to adjust 
national difficulties by resorting to war with all its horrors ; that we con- 
template with delight the Report of the U. S. Senate's Committee on For- 
eign Relations to the treaty-making department of the last Congress, re- 
commending strongly and unequivocally Stipulated Arbitration ; and that 
the last Legislature of Vermont went so far as not only to approve unani- 
mously of Stipulated Arbitration, but to instruct their Senators, and request 
their Representatives, 'to use their influence in such ways as they may deem 
most effectual to secure' such provisions in all our treaties ; and that we are 
also encouraged by assemblages to promote this object in several foreign 
countries, on such a scale as fitly to be called " Woild's Conventions." 

And whereas, at the last meeting of the " General Convention of Con- 
gregational Ministers and Chuiches in Vermont," after referring in a pre- 
amble to petitioning the President of the United States to substitute by 
treaties, stipulated arbitration for war, they expressed their sentiments as 
follows, viz: 'Resolved, unanimously, That by our sermons, by our prayers, 
and by all reasonable efforts, we will, as clergymen and laymen, contribute 
our efforts to give effect to the noble enterprise contemplated.' Now, there- 
fore, we, the members of Addison Consociation, deeply anxious to promote 
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Stipulated Arbitration as a substitute for war, and wishing to co-operate 
with others in an enterprise promising such blessings to this country, and to 
the world, do now 

Resolve, That we will endeavor, within our bounds, efficiently to promote 
petitioning the President as proposed, and to give full effect to the recom- 
mendation of the General Convention. 

Resolved, further, That the churches of this Consociation be requested to 
take action on this subject. 

T. A. Merrill, Register. 

Now, why should not every ecclesiastical body and every church in the 
land take similar action on this subject, and carry it at once into effect? Does 
not the object deserve and demand it of them ? If they would do so, how 
surely and speedily might we hope to gain the great object for which we 
are now laboring — such a treaty stipulation between us and England for the 
peaceful adjustment of all future misundersiandings as would, so far as 
respects these two nations, actually supersede the practice of war. This 
result is now clearly within the reach of Christians in our land. 



STIPULATED ARBITRATION BETWEEN ENGLAND AND AMERICA. 



BT AAEON JTOSTEB. 



War has long been relied on as the main chance, the "ultima ratio regum." 
Very often has it been tried ; and its results are recorded in the histories 
of all nations, to be read of all men. The summing up of these histories 
of wars to settle national controversies, is a revelation of the cause of the 
decline and fall of nations ; a revelation of sufferings, expenses, crimes ; a 
revelation of practical folly, pride, obstinacy, blindness, wickedness ; a rev- 
elation of the impolicy of war, and of its inability to make any good settle- 
ment of controversies between nations. Have not Christian nations learned 
this revelation ? If not, when will they learn it? How much more fight- 
ing will teach them to adopt a peaceful, treaiy-makingway of deciding con- 
troversies ? 

It is a wise maxim, to provide against foreseen evils. War is a foreseen 
evil of the first magnitude ; and there is a Christian way of settling disputes 
by the just decision of men, and of securing this settlement by Stipulated 
Arbitration. One of the resolutions discussed and adopted in the Peace 
Congress, at London, July, 1851, defines what this arbitration means, "That, 
as an appeal to the sword can settle no question on any principle of equity 
and righi, it is the duty of governments to refer to the decision of compe- 
tent and impartial arbitrators, such differences arising between them as can- 
not be otherwise amicably adjusted." An article like this inserted in a 
treaty between any two nations, and kept in good faith, dismisses war with 
its suffeiings, expenses and crimes, and secuies permanent Christian peace, 
with all its commercial, industrial and moral prosperities. 

Long time I have meditated on such an article of a few lines in a treaty 
between England and America. Almost daily, for many years, I have 
sought the help of God in showing our rulers and people the wisdom and 
Christianity of peace by arbitration, without war. It must and will be 
done ; for such a treaty stipulation would meet the demands of the common 
sense of all right-minded people in the world. The inability of war to se- 
cure just rights is well known. As a means of international justice, it is a 
worn out experiment, an utter and miserable failure. It is time to try in 



